A case of brain abscess involving Haemophilus paraphrophilus and Actinomyces odontolyticus is presented. This combination of organisms has not previously been described. All brain abscess specimens should routinely be processed rapidly and cultured for a prolonged period to ensure recovery of fastidious organisms which may have implications for antibiotic therapy.
Ideally, any primary source such as a dental abscess requires removal to prevent recurrence, but it was felt that the possible small dental abscess had been adequately treated with antibiotics. However, this case emphasises the point that early collaboration with a dental surgeon is also important in the successful management of a patient with brain abscess.
